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Introduction 
 
The site: 
The project site, located north of Duncan on the Cowichan Valley Highway, is 
south facing, exposed, and well-drained, with a seasonal watercourse in the 
south-west section. There are existing trees surrounding this watercourse and 
along the south property line that will be retained. The remainder of the site has 
been cleared and can be broken into 3 major zones, see the Landscape Zones 
Plan, Drawing L1. 
 

• The Buffer  

• The Track 

• The Site Entrance, Building and Dynamic Area 
 

The Buffer: Aquaparian Environmental Consulting Ltd. has prepared a 
Vegetation Management Plan for the buffer areas of Phase 1 of the project, 
which will be included in the detailed landscape design. 
 
The Track: Due to the nature of the activities planned for this zone, some 
planting species may be hazardous to safe operations of the track.  The track 
zone is not included in this landscape strategy document. 
 
The Site Entrance, Building and Dynamic Area: This is the zone that will be 
the focus of this document, see Landscape Strategy Plan (Entrance, Building and 
Dynamic Area), Drawing L2 
 
Overall Concept for Site Entrance: 
The entry to the site travels through the existing Douglas fir and Maple forests 
that line much of the Cowichan Valley Highway adjacent to the site.  Once onto 
the site, through the forest and over the seasonal watercourse the site opens out 
into the dynamic area with the building and parking areas.  The landscape 
scheme will be used to clearly define the parking areas and separate them from 
the track both for visual and security purposes.  The landscape scheme will 
consist of informal plantings at the entrance to the site, and as the building is 

 



 
 

approached it will become more formal and organized to frame and soften the 
architecture. The vegetation will be native species at the entrance areas to blend 
into the native forests and will transition to a mix of native and exotic plants as 
you approach the building.  The intention is to utilize the storm water collected 
from the site to irrigate the plants.  All plants have been selected to be drought 
tolerant, so after a two year establishment watering regime it is anticipated that 
irrigation will only be required in Areas 5, 6, 7 and 8.    
 
 
Area 1 and 2:  
Entrance to the site:  
The entrance into the site off Cowichan Valley Highway crosses the seasonal 
creek through the forest.  Where the existing vegetation is impacted by 
construction of both the road and retaining walls native species will be planted, 
including coniferous and deciduous trees and shrubs.  The retaining walls will be 
softened using kinnickinnick plantings on the top of the wall and larger shrubs at 
the base. 
 
Plantings in this area: 

Botanical Name     Common Name 
Cornus nuttallii eddies white wonder  Eddies White Wonder Dogwood 
Pinus contorta     Shore Pine 
Vaccinium ovatum    Evergreen Huckleberry 
Amelanchier alnifolia    Amelanchier alnifolia 
Ribes sanguineum    Red Flowering Currant 
Vaccinium parvifolium    Red Huckleberry 
Polystichum munitum    Sword Fern  
Arctostaphllos uva-ursi   Kinnickinnick 

 
Area 3:   
Transition area: 
This area is a transition between the track and the parking area.  Clusters of 
trees and shrubs interspersed between grass areas will allow filtered views of the 
track and will provide a soft edge to the parking. Any retaining walls in this area 
will be softened with vines and shrubs. The plantings will provide a secure edge 
to the parking space.  
 
Plantings in this area: 

Botanical Name     Common Name 
Liquidamber styraciflua   Sweet gum 
Pinus contorta     Shore Pine 
Pinus flexilus vanderwolf   Vanderwolf Pine 
Vaccinium ovatum    Evergreen Huckleberry 
Ribes sanguineum    Red Flowering Currant 
Vaccinium parvifolium    Red Huckleberry 
Polystichum munitum    Sword Fern  
Arctostaphllos uva-ursi   Kinnickinnick 
Parthenocissus tricuspidata   Boston Ivy 
Lonicera pileata    Box-leaved Honeysuckle 



 
 

Area 4:  
Transition area: 
Area 4 continues the transition between the track and the parking area.  Clumps 
of trees, spaced in the grass, will be limbed up to allow views through onto the 
track. Retaining walls will be softened with vines and shrubs. 
 
Plantings in this area: 

Botanical Name     Common Name 
Liquidamber styraciflua   Sweet gum 
Pinus contorta     Shore Pine 
Pinus flexilus vanderwolf   Vanderwolf Pine 
Vaccinium ovatum    Evergreen Huckleberry 
Ribes sanguineum    Red Flowering Currant 
Vaccinium parvifolium    Red Huckleberry 
Polystichum munitum    Sword Fern  
Arctostaphllos uva-ursi   Kinnickinnick 
Parthenocissus tricuspidata   Boston Ivy 
Lonicera pileata    Box-leaved Honeysuckle 

 
Area 5: 
Transition to building:  
This area provides a transition from the general parking to the building and its 
associated parking. The plantings in this area will form a visual buffer to the 
building. Viewed from the south the plants in this area and in Area 8 will provide a 
frame to the building.  The soft landscape will be contained by a curb edge, a 
walkway with light bollards and seating.   
 
Plantings in this area: 

Botanical Name     Common Name 
Arbutus unedo     Strawberry Tree 
Vaccinium ovatum     Evergreen Huckleberry 
Potentilla fruticosa     Shrubby Cinquefoil 
Rosa rugosa      Shrub Rose 
Mahonia nervosa     Dull Oregon Grape 
Festuca idahonensis     Native Blue Fescue 
Helictotrichon sempervirens    Blue Oat Grass 
Panicum virginatum     Switch Grass 
Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hamlyn”   Fountain Grass 
Miscanthus sinensis     Maiden Grass 

 
Area 6, 7, and 8 
The Building:  
The planting scheme will have a mix of low ornamental plants, evergreen shrubs 
and deciduous trees planted strategically amongst paving and site furnishings 
(benches and light bollards).  The plants, site furnishings and architecture will 
provide an attractive and inviting entrance for people visiting the facility.  The row 
of trees planted to the east of the building will give a sense of enclosure and 
direct people to the entrance to the building.  
 



 
 

Plantings in this area: 
Botanical Name     Common Name 

 Arbutus unedo     Strawberry Tree 
Lavendula angustifolia   English lavender 
Mahonia nervosa    Dull Oregon Grape 
Festuca idahonensis     Native Blue Fescue 
Helictotrichon sempervirens    Blue Oat Grass 
Panicum virginatum     Switch Grass 
Miscanthus sinensis     Maiden Grass 

 

 
 
Attachments: 
1. Landscape Zones Plan, Drawing L1. 
2. Landscape Strategy Plan (Entrance, Building and Dynamic Area),  

Drawing L2 
3. Light Bollard detail 
4. Bench detail 


